United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washingron, D.C. 20240

Memorandum MAR 19 2004

o All BIA Employees
All OIEP Employees %\
From: David W. Anderson S
Assistant Secretary-Indian Affairs

Subject: New Motor Vehicle Operation Policy for the Bureau of Indian Affairs

1. Purposes. The purposes of this Policy Memorandum are: (a) to revise the current
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Safe Motor Vehicle and Commercial Vehicle Operation
Policy, issued by the Assistant Secretary — Indian Affairs on August 26, 2002; (b) to
establish policy in compliance with the requirements of 5 CFR 930 and the Department
of Interior Motor Vehicle Safety Policy (485 DM 16); and (c) to ensure consistency with
driving requirements throughout the Federal government. This Policy Memorandum
establishes clear responsibilities for employees, supervisors, and managers to promote the
safe operation of motor vehicles while performing assigned duties in support of the BIA.

II. Definitions.

A. BIA Motor Vehicle Operator includes all BIA employees, contractors, consultants,
interns, student teachers, intermittent employees, administratively determined (AD)
emergency workers, and volunteers in the Office of Indian Programs and the Office of
Indian Education Programs who are required to operate a privately owned or leased, or
Government owned or leased. motor vehicle either as a condition of employment or
incidentally in support of their primary job functions. This definition includes BIA
employees who occupy positions not officially classified as a Motor Vehicle Operator.

B. Commercial Operator. An employee who operates a commercial vehicle and is
required to possess a Commercial Driver’s License (CDL).

C. Commercial Motor Vehicle is a vehicle having a gross vehicle weight (GV'W) rating
of more than 26,000 pounds, a vehicle towing a trailer with a 10,000 pound or more
GV'W rating, a vehicle hauling hazardous material requiring the vehicle to be placarded, a
vehicle designed to transport 15 or more people including the driver, and school buses.
These vehicles can be legally operated only by someone with a valid Commercial
Driver’s License (CDL).

D. Contractor includes OIEP contract employees, commercial contractors and their
employees, service providers and their employees, and employees of tribes and tribal






